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5. No case of forged or falsified import cerfificates or export suthorizations eame to the
knowledge of the Government during the year,

6. No difficulties have arisen with regard to transit, trunshipment, and diversion, or with
regard to free ports, free zones, and bonded warehonses,

7. No import or export transaction took place with countries which have not adopted the
system of import or export during the yesr.

8. The possession, manufacture and importation of Indian Hemp is prohibited in Palestine,
IV. International Oo-operation,
1. No mternational tresty or sgreement has been concluded during the year,

2. Close linison is maintained with the narcotic authorities in Syria and Egypt, with bene-
ficial results. The Syrian Authorities provide information with regard to wovements of hashish
merchants, while the Egyptian Authorities have provided a sum of money to be expended in
the campaign against smogglers of drugs into Egypt. Most of this money is paid us reward
to agents whose information leads to seizures of drogs in transit,

V. Illicit Traffic.

1. The number of seizares of narcotic drugs during the year and the quantities involved
showed an increase over the figure for previous years. The drug traffic in Palestine, however,
is almost wholly a trunsit traflic, chiefly to Kgypt. The source of hashish sud opinm seized
within Palestine as well as on importation into the country, is Lebanon and Syris. Thore
are still no indicati that Palestine is becoming n market for the consumption of narcotic
drugs, No special markings were noted which might indieste the origin from which the
drug was derived, but it is believed that all the drugs seized, were of clandestine produetion.

The overland rosd or rail routes are followed and the methods most frequently used by
smugglers is to conceal the drug in the body of the car or in a false bottom in their trunks.

Heizures of mention were the following -—

(#) On receipt of secret information to the effect that o certain person who intended
entering the Customs Area, was in possession of dangerous drugs, three Customs
Guards waited at the Entrance to the Customs Area and, on seeing the offender,
detained him. 'The offender sttempted to escape, but with the assistance of fwo
pussers-by, the guards succeeded in senrching him, wherenpon two pieces of opium
were found concealed on his person. A third piece of this drog, which the offender
threw on the ground while attempting to escape, wns picked up by one of the
seizing officers. The total quantity of the drug seized was 3,600 Kgs, As fur as
could be gathered, the origin of the opivm was Byrin and the offender’s destination

was Hgvpt.

(b) On 28-0-37 secret information was received by the Police at Haifa to the effect that
a consignment of 100 kilos of opium had been smuggled from Syria into Palestine
and that one half had heen seni to Jaffa and the other half to Haifa to be shipped
to Alexandris on the 8/8 Champollion. Bimilar information was received on the
same day, by the Collector of Customs, Huifa, Information was further suppli
that the suit cases containing the opium would be marked ““Mr. Shaumual™ and

y would be token into the port by unknown persons who would be nssisted by o
certain Ahmad Omar Baghdadi of Beirut, who was the owner of the opium. The
consignment at Juifa would be smuggled to the ship in two suit cases in a lsonch
belonging to Ahmad Hilmi, The Police cooperated with the Customs and all gates
to the Customs Aren and the ship's gangway were closely watohed,

On Ahmad Baghdadi endeavouring to enter the port he was arrested and searched
and « key fitking the locks of three suit cases beaving the mark *‘Shamual'’ which
were found in the Buggage Suloon was found on him. The three suit cases con-
tained 60.100 Kgs, opinm (gross weiglit),

(e) On moving two erates containing small tables which wirived by lorry from Syria,
the Costoms Officer, Nuqura, detected a strange smell emanating from the tables.
He farced the bottom of ane of the tables and found opinm concealed in the legs
of the table. The rest of the consignment was then opened und all the tables were
found fo contain opium similarly concenled, The total quantity seized was
28.500 Kge. As far as could be gathered, the drag seized come from Ching and its
destination was Egypt.
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